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| Is a1an XXVI. 9. 
— ben Thy Judgments are in the 


Earib, the Inhabitants of the World 


will learn Righteouſneſs. 


 - Natural Imperfection, that ſome De- 
gree of Pain is often wanted to heighten 
the Reliſh of his Pleaſures ; ſo is it a 
w leſs mortifying Proof of his Moral Degenera- 
n, that Suffering is equally neceſſary to rectify 
Is Temper, and improve his Virtues. If in the 
uy of Proſperity we can be joyful; yet ſuch Re- 
icing is ſeldom either ſo fincere or ſo well con- 
ited, as when the Day of Adverjity hath firſt 
ade us conſider. And accordingly, Go p hath 
t the one over againſt the other; to the End, that 
boſe Perſons or Nations, that 20¼ not behold the 
ey of the Lo RD when Favour is ſhewed to 
en, may however, when His Judgments are in 

r Earth, be diſpoſed to learn Righteouſneſs. 
How much the Inhabitants of this Part of the 
* are concern'd to make good the Obſerva- 
In in my Text, it will become us to reflect 
th Seriouſneſs on This ſolemn Occafion, _—— 
ir ſeveral Years together were the Treaſures 
this Nation drain'd from it, and its Blood 
it in foreign Lands, in the Courſe of a tedious 
SA and 


Sit is a ſtanding Evidence of Man's 
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adãs if theſe Intimations of Divine Diſpleaſure we! 


[4 ] ” 
and hazardous, often. unſucceſsful;:-and always 
confuming, Nur: The Calamities whertofwere, 
in a memorable Period of it, ſeverely felt in an 
Part of this Iſland, and almoſt brought home to, 
our own Doors in the other. When we were 
{carcely reſcued from the Terrors of an z»efindl 
War, and whilſt we yet labour d under the Bur 
then of a foreign one; it pleaſed the Almightyf 
to ſend among us a Plague of another Nature] 
very grievous to many Parts of our Land, and 
in ſome meaſure to the Whole; whilſt it has beerff 


deſtroying the Cattle, and waſting the Subſt: T's 
of Numbers of its moſt induſtrious and uſeful InM'tonj 
habitants. - And, if our Colanies be (as ſurely the nd i 
are) entitled to our warmeſt Wiſbes for their Prof Conni 
perity, at once on Account of our Mother CounMjical 
try, and for our Brethren and Companions faleWMPhce 
who reſide in or are cloſely connected with them Worle 
Theſe alſo: have of late been cruelly infeſted b me 
the incroaching Spirit of ſome of tbeir NeighMmazi 
bours, now at leaſt avowedly ſupported by ſomury / 
of cus: In the Iſſue of whoſe Attempts, hof c 


remote. ſoever in their Beginnings, no one ca 
foreſee, : how deeply not only our Commerei 
Affairs, but every Thing elſe that is dear to u 
(our KixnG and our CounTRY, our LIBRER TIA 
and our Holy RELIGION) may be involved. Y« 


not enough to admoniſſi us, | We are, NOW. 

of all, awakemd by Marnings of a yet more p 

culiar Kind, and ſuch as are alarming beyoniſh 

all the others; as being more ſudden and e 

tenſive in their Effect, and leſs „ ng 
are 


ES 
ys foreſeen, prevented, reſiſted, or evaded... You 
wil cafily underſtand me to mean'thoſeicxtizor- 
dinary Ag7tations both of Land and Water, ſome 
Strokes whereof have been felt in our own 
Borders; but by the Violence of which in o- 
1 cher Regions the Lives of many Thouſands, 
ſme of them our Country-Men, have been as 
n a Moment deſtroy' d, and the Fortunes of far 
greater Numbers irrecoverably ruined. There 
b ſomething wonderfully ſtriking in the Deſcrip- 
ts of fingle Earthquakes, even in remote Ages 
o Countries of the World. But, when ſuch 
:toniſhing Concuſſions appear in our own Times, 
nd in Countries wherewith we have particular 
connections; when they produce the moſt tra- 
cal Effects, not tranſiently or in ſome one 
Pace only, but in many Parts of the habitable 
World nearly about the ſame Time, and in 
bme often repeated for Weeks together; fuch 
mazing Occurrences call for a more than ordi- 
ury Attention. F the Foundations be deftroy'd, 
what can the Righteous do? If the whole Globe 
H Earth and Water be, as it were, in Convul- 
ions under us, whither can we flee for: Sup- 
port? Whither, but to HTN, obo firſt fretched 
1, and who alone can fuſtain; the Barth above 
te Vaters: Adoring His Goodneſs for having 
hared us until now': Imploring the Conti- 
ance of His 2 Protection: Endeavour- 
Ws to avert gents from our Country 
— = we — to its Reformation: 
ind each of us, in View of his own moſt laſt- 
x: Intereſts, . himſelf, in the Words — 
e 


= 

hen be in the Earth. But, however this be, I 
duſe, with the Generality of Interpreters, (eſ- 
xcially on the preſent Occaſion) to underſtand 

God's [Judgments any fignal or uncommon. 
Manfeftations. of His — either in the ner 
h corrective or in the juſtly uindictive Way: 
ſeen which, ſince we can rarely diftinguith 
ith Certainty in particular Inſtances, there is 
r leſs Need to detain You with any Accuracy 
Diſtinction in a general Conſideration of 
km, And, if by Righteouſneſs we underſtand,” 
it barely Jaltice « or Exactneſs of Behaviour to- 
ds our Fellow-Members in Society, but Rec- 
ne of Temper upon the whole, and Regula- 
1 of Conduct in every Relation, towards Gon 
a LOuricives as well as Others with whom We 
e any Intercourſe ; my Text will furniſh us 
th a Doctrine, important at all Times, but at 
ent particularly worthy of Attention: Name- 
That the Providential Deſign and proper 
2 of Divine Interpoſitions of the Judicial 
nd 1s, to male the Sufferers, if They have Time 
wd for it, but eſpecially the 2 yer 
better; by inſtructing them in, and exciting 
m to, the Practice of Virtue and. DU and 
verſal Righteouſneſs.” 0 
Which great Truth I hall = or eel nies 
r to 7 5 and apply in the plaineſt Me- 
« can; by pointing out ſome. of thoſe in- 
e Leſons, which Divine Judgments con- 
o Mankind: Whether they be of a more 
eral and Publicſ Nature, or of a more Pur- 
or and Perſonal. Uſe and Influence. 
. I begin 


1. I begin with ſuch Obſervations as ate cf 4 
more General and Publick Kind: More General, 
in regard to thoſe Judgments that ſuggeſt than 
and more Publick, in regard to the Cmax 
tres concern'd to learn and apply them. 
1. And here, the Fit Conſideration: 10 «Go 
offers itſelf is, That we ſhould look u Ay 


ty Gop as the primary Author a An 
Conductor of ſuch Events; — 2 t0n-t 
the ſubordinate Cauſe of them, — acknow bad, 
them to be H1s beat 

Thus much is ſuppoſed in — Text, jrts | 
ſhould not need to be illuſtrated to a Grin ved 
Audience, were it not of too great Important th. 
upon the preſent Subject to be wholly omitteq ie A 
It is indeed the Foundation, if not of all th t to 
Mara Uſes, at leaſt of all the Religious Improve .; 


ments, which calamitous Events, either felt q 
obſerved, at preſent intimate to us. Were Aff 
| — to be conſidered merely as — — 
the Dit, or Trouble as ſpringing out of t 
without any higher Gin. any wiſer Piroxto 
they would leave our outward Condition ft 
more uncomfortable than it is, vrhilſt we ſhou 
| loſe much of that Aſſiſtance they now — 
towards the Improvement of our Minds.” 
in fact, we uſually find thoſe Perſons who l 
mt Gop in all ——— equally imf 
under their own Sufferings and uni 
thoſe of other Men; whilſt, in their Sr cui 
tions upon fuch Evils as ariſe from human! 
tions, — riſe no higher than to the orc 
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Workings of human Paſſions; and treat it as a 
Weakneſs to Joola beyond Material. Cauſes for 
be Riſe of ſuch Calamities as have mere Matter 
pr their immediate Inſtrument. — 
icon is then only fitted we hare in pe 
wacy, when all chat ſce it ſhall ſay,: Lad 
CoD dane; . and when They ho feel the Smart 
of it ſhall percerve that it is ths Nor. 
And thus it is that both-Reaſon and Revela= 
un teach us to: conſider all Occurrences of this 
lind ; I may ſay, of every Kind: For tho the 
rat Governour of the Univerſe ordinarily ſup- 
pts both Material. and Moral: Agents in their 
xpective Operations, according to lated Laws; 
; 2 Lays. were originally framed by His 
t, and are every Moment ſub- 
6 2 — Direction. He it was, who 
Mit meaſired the Waters in the Hollow of His 
Ind, and meted qu, the Heaven with a Span, 
x comprebended the Duſt of the Earth in a Aa- 
r, and mergbed the- Huuntains in Scales, and 
Hills in a. Balanee And if at any Time this 
ful Arrangement; this- s Order, of. 
g is to che Deſtruction of many, and the 
Aton. Ky ment of all, pn we we may be ſure, 
— Kind can ha 775 without the 
meurrence — Who firſt 
An amd ¶ apotr- and ſtormy Wind, 
the Bowels of the Earth, or up- 
the Sure of i, whether producing Effects 
u and:unheeded;;.or unuſual-and ſurpri- 
— far a They can be ſaid 


ding Pat. LXIV. , b IE XL. 13. e Fl. CXLVILL 8. 
Worll 8 B to 


104 


to act) according to their Natures; but are how 
ever all the While executing their Maker 
Orders, and fulfilling His Word. So again, . 
acious Men, and ſavage Nations may, in the 
ncroachments, Depredations, and - Barbaritie; 
be gratifying their own avaritious and cruel Di 
poſitions; and are really provoking a. righteo 
and holy Gop by making ſo perverſe an-Utle 
the Faculties He gives them. But notwi 
| ſtanding this, they both hold and exert theſe F; 
I culties in a perpetual Dependence upon Hi 
Without His Leave the moſt powerful, the me 
_ enraged, Enemy * ſhall not come into any City 
Country, nor ſhoot an Arrow there, nor Come l 
fore it with Shields, nor caſt a Bank againſt 
In ſhort, He who firſt impreſſed upon Natu 
Cauſes all their Tendencies, and granted to M. 
ral Agents all their Powers, muſt every Mome 
ſupport, and can at Pleaſure controll, the me 
miſchievous of Both ; and muſt therefore beu 
derſtood as ſuperintending all thoſe Evils, whi 
either ſingle Men or Nations at any Time fu 

fer from the one or the other. 
It is, in Truth, one declared End of all ſud 
ſignal Interpoſitions to make us behold and ed 
vere the Majeſty of the Lord. Not that Dirii ner a- 
Providence is leſs really concern'd in the ora 
nary Courſe of Things, than in theſe extraorq; 
nary Appearances. '  * The Heavens declare 
Glory of Gop, and the Firmament ſheweth 
Handy- Work : Day unto. Day. uttereth- Spe 
and Night unto Night ſheweth Knowledge. TW 
a If, XXXVII, 33. b Plal. XIX. 1,2. s 


at 


E 


tering Witneſs to the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, and teaching all who are willing to 
end to them our entire Dependence upon 
Gop's Power and Providence. But ſtill, tho! 
boſe Interpoſitions that ſeem to us moſt extra- 
ndinary may not require any more difficult Ex- 


hing with them a Diſplay of it more awaken 


ir the Wind an Earthquake, and after the Earth- 
wte a Fire; JEHOVAH is not indeed more eſ- 
kntially preſent in any or all of Theſe, but 
tis Operation is more awfully diſtinguifhable, 
han in The ſtill ſmall Voice of the Courſe of Na- 
ire, The Inſtructions ſuggeſted by This latter, 
ing common and familiar, are by the thought- 
& overlook'd, or by the vicious eluded. - An 
morſe Man doth not well confider this; and a Fool 
r (religious Perſon doth not underſtand it. He 
vets (it may be) from what himſelf ſees com- 
ered with what he has heard, that, whilſt “ one 
meration paſſeth away and another cometh, the 
art h abiderh for ever: And if he admits of a- 
Creation or Beginning of this viſible World, 
e underſtands, however, that fince the Fathers 
ofteep, all Things, in the main, continue as 
ty were from the Beginning of the Creation; and 
derefore he ſees no Occaſion for the vulgar 
a Kings XIX,1T, 12. b Eccl. I. 4. c 2Pet. III. 4. 
* Notion 


hated Revolutions of the heavenly Bodies, the 
regular Returns of Seaſons, and the daily Ap- 
rances that ſucceed each other in the moſt © 
miform Order, are (no doubt) continually - 


mon of Power in reſpect to Him, yet they 
vus. If a * frong Wind rend the Rocks, and gf. 
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[ x2 ] 
Notion of a ſuperintending Providence. But 
N the Lorp males a neu Ying; ile Ear: 
0 h her Mouth, and the Depths 400 be troubled 
both of them in fo unuſual a Manner as tc 
- threater to return to their primitive Confuſion 
Such Manifeſtations 'of the Almighty's Pow. 
erz in Ways to us ſtrange and aſtoniſhing how 
ever equally: caſy to Him, effectually confute 
kho they may not abſolutely ſilence, be graf 
ſioelling Mords of human Vanity. The Politicia 
finding his Refinements unaccountably rn 
ded, and the Philoſopher all his Powers o 
tation, all his Skill in Solution, far outdone, now 
if ever agree in crying out, with the Magicial ol or, i 
' of Egypt, This is the Finger of GoD !” By thu 
Parifing to Judgment He makes the Berens 
Man turn to His Praiſe: He refrains or ovet 
awes the Spirit of Princes; and is wonderful i 
nung the Kings of the Barth! = + 
2. But our Reflections muſt not top her 
When the Gop of Nature thinks fit to 
from His ag, Methods of conducting 5 


nding 


hath, we may conclude, ſuch" Reaſons for ſo di iſo, 
ing as We are concern d 70 enquire into with Mi Thing: 
deſty; and with Seriouſneſs to lay to Heurt. ran 
Sopæis, no doubt, the hure Lord and br WY poſed 
prietor of the Univerſe: But He is alſo the Me 
and good Governour of it. And, however ti pon 
Diſplay of His adoreable Majeſty may be . No 
2 — "End. of His ioccafional Interpoſitions, Wtrovid 
muſt hot imagine This: to be the un or the Men | 
timate End of them,” eſpecially when emploſſ don ar 
2 Exad. VIII. 18, 19. h Pfal. LXXVI. 10, 11. L 


1231 
in producing the Miſery, and even Deſtruction, 
of Numbers of His principal Creatures in this 
lower World. He doth not afflict willingly, or 
without Reaſon grieve the Children of Men. 


| BY When therefore, beſide thoſe Diſtreſſes or Diſ- 


yl caſes which, by His wiſe Appointment, uſually 

IJ :ttend upon Folly and Vice as their Natural 
ite Conſequences, He makes bare His Arm in ſome 
2 unuſual Infliction ; when He delivers up any 
ia Country to the Outrages of violent Men; or 


rie rvhen He ſends into a Land Hrs own great Ar- 


„ tbe Locuſt and the Caterpillar, cauſing ſome 
ol 1oxious Inſect or noiſome Beaſt to paſs through it; 
ll or, in ſhort, when He ſweeps away Thouſands 


BY it once by any of thoſe Inſtruments, which are 
ways ready to execute His Commands: Men 
vel converſant in the Operations of Natural Cauſes 

nay, it is true, commendably and uſefully em- 


ploy their Sagacity in tracing out the immediate 


«lf Oocaſions of ſuch Events, and their Skill in pro- 


nding (as far as human Skill can provide) ſea- 
bnable Remedies. But then, 4hoſo 75 201/e 90111 
Wo, with a yet farther View, ponder Theſe 
bings; with all Humility reflecting, on what 
rrand ſuch afflictive Diſpenſations may be ſup- 
Pn poſed to be ſent, and what Inſtructions te Gop 
* Mercy may be preſumed to offer by entering 
won This His frange Works © 1 
Now the moſt obvious Errands, upon which 
Providence-:may be underſtood to ſendd among 
Men the Evils they ſuffer, are their Admoni- 
bon and Correction, or their Puniſhment for the 
+ Lam. III. 33. b Joel II. 25. I. XXVIII. 21. 
| | Evils 


L 14.1 
Evils they have done. Something of this laſt it r. 
ſeems imply d in the very Notion of Judgment. 74% 
And we are by Scripture as well as Reaſon war- fron 
ranted in ſuppoſing, not only that Sin war the bec⸗ 
original Cauſe of Suffering among Mankind, Wl 77”: 
but that it ſtill is, eſpecially in the Caſe of Na- IM NM 
tions as ſuch, the meritorious Cauſe of particular Ml ders 

Calamities. But then, in the Application of ſuch Ml ork 
general Principles to ſingle Inſtances, it will bur 
always become Us to proceed with Caution, and 
to pronounce with Reverence: As well know- 
ing, ' how unſearchable Gop's Fudgments are, and 
His Ways paſt finding out. We' ſhall be moſt li 

able to Miſtakes about the ſpecial Deſignation 
of particular Judgments againſt particular Sins 
but we may eafily miſtake alſo in our Eſtima- 
tion from thence of Men's real Characters. We 
may judge too ſeverely even in our own Caſe; i 
upon every Diſappointment or Afiction to our 
ſelves or our Country, we preſently conclud: 
that we are caſt off by Gov, and that He bat 
forgotten to be gracious to us. But we ſhall bY 
more in Danger of erring in our Decifions con 
cerning others ; by ſuppoſing their Sufferings tt 
bear any exact Proportion to their Moral De 
ſervings; eſpecially, if upon comparing thei 
apparently calamitous Condition with our o 
preſent Indemnity, we form a Compariſon 
our reſpective Demerits, and real Situation 
upon the Whole, in regard to the Favour off 
Diſpleaſure of Almighty Gor. ' ©} [. e 
Vet this is a Miſapplication of Divine Judge Poi 
ments of long ſtanding in the World. We fin be he 


1 


LR 
it remarkably exemplify'd in the ancient Book of 
Job, and zealouſly defended by Thoſe, who 
from hence, inſtead of being ys 2 2 
became miſerable Comforters to that Perfect and 
right, tho much afflicted, Man. It is indeed 
\ Þ  Miſaoplication, to which our. Self-Love ren- 
ters us extremely liable. Gladly do we. Fear 
Y ourſelves upon the Compariſon with our 
hours: And, when any croſs Accident or fore 
\AiRtion befalls any One, much more any Num- 
ber, of them, eſpecially if of a Party oppoſite to 
dur own; whatever we fancy. blameable in 
hem, we eagerly preſs into our Service as a 
Commendation of ourſelves. This however is a 
lethod of Judging evidently erroneous in. the 
(aſe of thoſe Calamities, in which Men of the 
noſt different Characters appear equally invol- 
ed; and it is in other Caſes, not only fallacious 
n itſelf and uncharitable to others, but preſur 
nous towards Go p: It is zntruding into Thoſe 
rf b1ng's which wwe have not ſeen, and judging the 

„wants of another Maſter. Beſides that We 
lereby defeat all the good Ends of ſuch Occur- 
ces in regard to ourſelves ; dealing with pub- 
ck Judgments as Men are obſerved to do with 
xneral Satyrs : Whilſt each is employ d in re- 
owl rking how. juſtly the Strokes fall upon thoſe 
1 out him, each forgets to apply the Correction 
ond the Cautioh, to himſelf; and h is the 
TC be nefit loſt to All. woo. 71 
the Determination of our Bleſſed 1 upon 
udel dis Point, tho well known, is too remarkable 

fin be here omitted. There were (we read) at a 
certain 


F861] 

certain Seaſon, * ſome who told Him of the Gali. 
leans, whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled with their | 
Sacrifices. The Relaters ſeem to have aſctibed | 


ſuch an extraordinary Manner of Suffering to {MW ; | 
ſome as extraordinary Degree of Guilt on the ik 
Part of the Sufferers. What then faith the An... 
ſwer of Wiſdom Itſelf ? Suppoſe Ye, that theſe, 12. 
Galileans were Sinners above all the Galileans, um 
becauſe they ſuffered fuch Things? I tell You, Nay. J 
To this Inſtance of ſuffering from human Cruel-8W,.,. 

, He Himſelf * another, no leſs fatal, Mer 
rom undeſigning Matter. Or thoſe Eighteen pu 
upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell and ſeu 1 N 


them; Ze, that were Sinners abou 
all 16 26 dwelt at * T tell ui 
Nay. — The Anſwer, You ſee, is in both Caſey 
the ſame: No Queſtion is here made but tha... 
both Inſtances of Suffering, however they dif 
fer'd as to their ſubordinate Cauſes, were unde 
the Direction of the ſame Moral Governour. I 
ſhort, the Suppoſal here corrected is, not that th 
Sufferers had been Sinners; nor that they hai 
ſuffer d for their Sins; but that they mu/# har 
been Sinners above thoſe that had been yet ſparec 
becauſe they only had ſuffer'd ſuch Things. And 
(which moſt deſerves our Notice,) the Uſe ou 
Bleſſed Lo RD makes of the Whole is, To cal 
home the miſemploy d Reflections of His Heare 
from the Caſe of Others to (what was of fi 
nearer Concern to themſelves) the State of they, 
own Tempers and Lives, the Ruin threatenin; 
them on that Account, and the only Way bY L 

| 2 Luke XIII. 15. 


1 
ald hope to prevent it : — — Except 
bull all thewiſe periſo l. 
| Þþ ich” bfings us directly to the 1 7 
1 hotel we ſhould make of all Fublick 
J judgments; "Namely, | take Occafic on; from 
- bence to | earch. and try aur own Ways.4 and turn 
Si Lo R'D, in order to avert the like Eule 
om ourfelves' and our Country. > x x 
This wilt be; in the moſt. proper "Senſe, 1 
urn Righteouſneſs, and is an Uſe of ſuch ;Oc- 
Warrences, in which we cannot be miſtaken. 
Would to G 0 p, that Ve of This Nation had 
Need to apply it to ourſelves! If indeed; 
n an impartial Scrutiny,” We ſhould find our- 
thes, even comparatively, without Sin; we 
iht then have more Leiſure to gratify our 
lrioſity, and might with more Propriety in- 
ige a cenſorious Humour, in regard to the 
= or Religious State of our Suffering Nogh- 
But, alas! we ſhould in ſuch an Imag 
fan a (teanly deceive ourſelues; nor will the Be. 
lon be leſs palpable or leſs. fatal, ſhould we 
Im ſecure upon finding ourſelves guiltleſs in 
ne Inſtances where They are obnoxious, un- 
& we ſtand equally clear in all others of equal 
tportance. — If, for inſtance, we are not ge- 
ally chargeable with Superſtition (which bow- . 
11 u maß appear in very different Shapes ;) vr 
Ul do well to reflect, whether we are alſo free 
m Profaneneſs. If we are not unreaſonably _ 
id of. Pomp, and have even an Abhorrence of". 
try, in Publick Worſhip; let us not preſent- 
conclude ourſelves ſpared, whilſt our Neigh- 
C bours 
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bours have been puniſhed, purely on That Ac- In 
count; unleſs we can equally acquit ourſelves I 5, 
and our Country-men of a ſacrilegious Miſappli- uber 
cation of Go D's own holy Day, and a ſcandalous 
Contempt of all Publick Worſhip. If, oncq 
more, we ſtand clear of the zz/tly heinous Charg i 
of perſecuting the faithful Servants of CHRIST 2 
and forturing many ſincere Profeſſors of Hi 
Truth: Yet where is our Boaſting, ſhould We b@ 
fallen into the oppoſite Extreme of Caring fo 
none of theſe Things: Should wanton ScofterMnn 
whenſoever They are ſo minded, find an unmaifi 
leſted Licence to ſcatter among the Vulgar the 
poiſonous Notions, thoſe worſt of Firebrand 
Arrows and Death; ridiculing the moſt facref 
Truths, and reviling (if not perſecuting) tho 
that teach them; nay ſometimes even loſpbWW4;, 
ming that worthy Name by which we are calle 
Or (as if all this were not ſufficient to /ubu: 
whole Houſes, and to ſet the Body of the Peop eaſur 
as free from the Checks of Conſcience as poſlibih prea 
ſhould the firſt Principles of All Religion be 
penly degraded into ſtated Topicks of 
Jangling; by Way of Seaſoning to the low Mine; 
riment of Thoſe, who, on Subjects of ſuch a 
ture at leaſt, can hardly be ſuppoſed to wn 
ſtand either what they ſay or whereof they affirm 
Surely, a b/:nd Zeal for the Religion of CuR1Y 
however miſtaken in ſome Articles of it, or ei ion of 

an intemperate Heat againſt Oppoſers wi i; to 


can at moſt xill the Body, cannot be more pifclude + 
voking to Its Divine Author than ſuch audaciq; and 


Infl 


a Jam. II. 7. b 1 Tim. I. 6, 7. 
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-Infſults upon Himſelf, ſuch cruel Neglect of the 
se for whom He dyed. * Hath any Nation ſo 
i- uſed heir Gods, which yet were no Gods? To in- 
as troduce Religion, and (as far as in them lies) its 
call achreable Object, into ſuch Debates, at ſuch Sea- 
bons, and for ſuch Purpoſes, as thoſe now hint- 
Id at, too nearly reſembles the Malice, and ex- 
li eds the Impiety, of the Philiſtines when they 
aalld for Sampſon to make them Sport. And, 

that can be ſo reaſonably expected, as that 
erg omnipotence thus affronted ſhould pull down 
yon the Heads of ſuch Mockers, and (may I 
Wt add?) upon the Place that harbours them, 
/ Deſtruction ! 
delight not in purſuing this melancholy 
[heme of our publick Iinpieties thro' their de- 
uctive Conſequences upon the Morals of the 
ation, Otherwiſe, it were but too eaſy to en- 
ze upon that inſatiable Thirſt after ſenſual | 
eaſure, that Luxury and Lewdneſs which o 
tread the Land: That Avarice, Venality, 
u Want of Publick Spirit, which are com- 
in'd of in Some; and that Jealouſy, Suſpi- 

Wouſneſs, and Want of Candour, in Others: 
a Mat Eagerneſs for Profit or Power or Pre-emi- 
nace, which enflames Men's interfering Purſuits 
imo implacable Enmities : That Prevarication 
URL the moſt ſolemn Stipulations, and Profa- 
or eon of the moſt ſacred Ordinances, by which 
WOE is to be feared). too Many are firſt tempted 
re piſtlude the well-intended Laws of their Coun- 
daciq;, and then harden themſelves in ſuch Viola- 


a Jer. II. 11. b Judg. XVI. 25. : 
C 4 tions 


Inf 
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tions by charging all the Guilt upon the Legit 17 


lature itſelf: Above all, That notorious Diſre- 4, 
gard of Oaths, which renders it impoſſible to ſe- ve 
cure ro All therr Dues, or even to procure ſatiſ.# 00 
factory Evidence in Courts of Judicature — But R: 
I forbear. Nor has thus much been faid (vou M: 
will believe) in order to prevent our becoming of 
wiſer from the Example of our Neighbours, o 6c 
our Guarding againſt any Thing blameable } 2 at! 
their Principles or Conduct; but by Way of find ther 
ing more ſeaſonable Employment for our ſe. His 
rious Reflections, where we are more con him: 
cern'd. And I would hope alto, if * our Lat ii cive 
fallen to us in 4 Grcusd hitherto firm under us ven 
what has been ſaid may remind You, Whom WY filly 
are to thank for giving Us WW arning; and to wh dem 
unmerited Goodneſs it is ow ing, that * r Eur H 
hath not yet fwallex'd Us up alſs. Jl cle 
4. Let me add (and it is the Laft Conſideraf ve. 
tion I ſhall offer under this Head) that, what Nin! 
ever our Tranſgre//ions may be, they will, if 0 ar; 
lied in after repeated Admonitions, be highly a de v0 
vated, and become vet more exceeding finful. Ne R 

It is vt even fuppeſed 1 in my Text, that Goods! 
ments will fail of producing the Refer matic» the 

of Thoſe that come within the Reach of thei of | 


Inftruficn. When therefore any Perſons or Naſſice of 
tions neglect to make this Natural Improvemenſſeinſ 
of them; Their Guilt muſt exceed all crdina 
Meaſures, and (we may reaſonably conclude. 
will be viſited with a porportionable Severit) 
O Lord (ſays the Prophet Jeremiah) are ul 


8 Pal. XVI. 5. b Num. XVI. 24, c Jer. V. 3. 


1 
ihne Eyes upon the Truth? Thou haſt ſtricten 
IJ them, but They bave not grieved ; Thou haſt conſu- 
ved them, but They have refuſed to receive Correc- 
I tion; They have made their Faces harder than a 
by Rick; They have refuſed to return. The Holy 
ou Man, upon obſerving the incorrigible Obſtinacy 
ing cf his People, in appearance triumphing over all 
= GoD's repeated Chaſtiſements, ſeems aſtoniſh'd 
in His Forbearance fo long continued towards 
dem, and almoſt ready to give up the Belief of 
His Moral Government. But he ſoon recovers 
Imſelf, and foretells their Doom, when he per- 
ces them adding Shameleſſneſs to their Impe- 
u titerce > And he lived to fee all his Doubts 
WY ily removed, and his Denunciations againſt 
em abundantly verify'd. | 
ar: How long the great Governour of the Uni- 
yl xc may, in any particular Inſtance, think fit to 
:pend the Execution of the dreadful Sentence 
WJ =ainſt a guilty Land, it is not poſſible for us to 
i; becauſe it is not poſſible for us to take in 
de whole Scheme of His Providence, or even all 
de Reaſons which may haſten or retard His Ju- 
wial Proceedings. And accordingly, we find 
d the /acred Hiſtory (the moſt complete Hiſto- 
of Divine Providence) more Examples than 
re of abandon'd Nations, that had the Sentence 
> Dinſt them reſpited for ſome Ages, after they 
lin pear to have been devoted to Deſtruction. 
gudeſpat in v0 Hiſtory, ſacred or profane, can we 
verityÞerd an Account of any Nation remarkably im- 
re ora or impious, which was not, ſccner or la- 
V. F 23 remarkably puniſh'd, and if finally in- 
Ja corrigible 
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corrigible as remarkably extirpated. The Judge him 
of all the Earth will, we may be aſſured, never © u 
let His Corrections return to Him vain or inef- ner 
fectual; nor ſuffer either Perſonal or National I mor 
Impenitence finally to prevail againſt His right- I bor 
teous Government. Perſonal Wickedneſs may, 


1 
pou 


edneſs may, and moſt certainly will, receive its "Pc 
deſerved Wages in another State. But this can- ire 


not be the Caſe of National Impiety. Nations} 
cannot be puniſh'd, becauſe They will not 4 
Nations ſubſiſt, in another World. And thete- 
fore, Thoſe of them, which will not glorify 
GoDp by a willing Complyance with His repeat- 5 ace 
ed Admonitions till the Meaſure of their Ini-{\am 
quities is fill'd up, ſhall hen moſt aſſuredly, 
however unwillingly, glorify Him by their ex : t lea 
emplary Deſtruction. T = 

May no ſuch Fate ever attend Theſe, hither II. 
to highly favour'd, Kingdoms! May we ſee andi 
adore the Majeſty of the Lok D in all His Dil 
penſations ; acknowledging in particular tbe Nd lac: 
of His late Correction, and who hath appointed it.: mo- 
May we with all Humility lay to Heart the In-Aο . 
ſtructions He may be preſumed to intend by it MA 
And, as the ſureſt Improvement we can Harn F 
from it, may we Repent and turn ourſelves on f 
from All our Tranſgreſſions; that ſo Iniquity may xceed. 
not be our Ruin ! 1 tyery 
As to Ourſelves: We are indeed but a ſmall Eve 


Part of a large Community, and each of us by bund 
a Ezek, XVIII. zo. 
himſel 
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J timſelf a ſtill ſmaller. Yet ſomething every one 
dd us may contribute towards a general Amend- 
nent by reforming himſelf, and many of us ſtill 
EY nore (more than can well be computed) by Au- 
FJ thority, or Example, or Influence upon thoſe a- 
bout him: Nor can our Endeavours be too ear- 
eſt, if prudently conducted, nor will they (I 
vould hope) be. wholly unſucceſsful, on this 
FJ important Occafion. —But if, after all, neither our 
FR fireſt Hopes, nor our moſt earneſt Endeavours, 
FJ hould find the defired Concurrence of others; 
Je muſt then be allow'd to remember, that 
te. be Thing is ſtill more needful to us all, ſepa- 
fy : ately conſider d; which is alſo, by the Aſſiſt- 
at {Yue of Divine Grace, more within our Power: 
ni amely, That each of us ſhould for himſelf make 
proper Application of publick Warnings, and 
lt laſt deliver his own Soul by his Righteouſneſs. 


ll. You will permit me, therefore, befides 
te foregoing izſtructive Leſſons, which Societies 
in Nations are concerned to learn from Divine 
WY judgments, briefly to point out a few others, of 
it more Perſonal Influence, which the Judgments 
In- ow zn the Earth ſeem fitted to teach the partr- 
it or Inhabitants of it. And, 
rn Firſt, What can be a more obvious Deduc- 
ion from the Occurrences in View, than The 
xceeding great Frailty of human Life, and of 
ery Thing belonging to it? 
Every Day's Obſervation, tis true, affords us 
ybundant Inſtances of This; indeed ſuch nume- 
a Exek. XIV. 14. 


rous 


4 


* 


rous Inſtances, as render the Thought too fami- 7 
liar to make a proper Impreſſion upon Us. A ot 
Thought however it is, for its Uſe and Import- lay 
ance, at all Times worthy to make the ſtrong- Mr 
eſt Impreſſion : And it muſt ſurely become yet Mr 
more affecting, when by any uncommon Cauſe, M 7 
2 Thouſand fall befide us, and Ten Thouſand, as it ¶ add 
were, at our Right-Hand. But, when the Eartb raff 
itſelf openeth and fwallowetb up, not only Thou- fear 
ſands of our Fellow-Creatures, but large andy 
opulent and populous Cities; laying low their V 
ſtrongeſt and moſt ſtupendous Edifices, the d. 
Works of human Induſtry, and the Boaſt offi is 
human Pride, for many Ages: When (in the bone 
Propbet's Language) tbe Day of the Lok p. ſtulſi ly 
be upon every Thing that is proud and lfty, upon D 
every high Tower, and upon every fenced Wall Nee ui 
When wealthy Potentates and mighty Princes Ml the 
finding no Shelter in their moſt ſtately Palaces ¶ Bere 
no Sanctuary in their moſt magnificent Tem-Wppc 
ples, ſhall be forced to flee * zo the Clefts of th eh 
Rocks and to the Tops of the ragged Rocks; fn er hi 
Fear of the Lok p, and for the Glory of his Me. luſtr)˖ 
teſty; when He ariſeth to ſhake terribly the Earth! 


How natural, how unavoidable; muſt the Re 
flection be; © Ceaſe Ye from Man, whoſe Breatt 
is in his Noſtrils ! For wherein is he to be ac 
counted of ! And hence, -3 0 
Again, We are led to reflect upon The Pre 
ſumption of confidently projected Schemes of Gain 
and the Vanity of an over-proportioned Eager 
"neſs in the Purſuit of them. =_ . 


a Iſai. II. 12. b Ibid. v. 21. c Ibid. v. 22. 


„ 


. 
ni- The Words of St. James are very remarkable 
As this Purpoſe. * Go to now, Te that ſay, To- 
rt- Wl day or to-morrow we will go into ſuch a City, and 
1g- WM torry there a Year, and buy and ſell and get 


yet BM Cn. Whereas Ye know not what ſhall be on the - 


iſe, BY Morrow + For what is Your Life ? Or (let me 
s it add) what is the City, where Ve propoſe: to 
rth WM trafick ? Tour Life is but as a Vapour, that ap- 
du- jrareth for a little Time, and then vaniſbeth a- 
and uy : And as to the City, That may, with all 
is Wealth and all its Splendor, be in a Moment 
lid waſte into ruinous Heaps. Not that the Apoſ- 
(il: is here diſcouraging a prudent Forecaſt, or 
boneſt Activity, in our proper Buſineſs : He not 
mly afterward approves of them, when exerted 
n Dependence upon the LoRD's Will, but may 
be underſtood to require them in Conſequence 
e the Uncertainty of Life, when He concludes, 
Verefore to bim that knoweth (that ſeeth an 
m bpportunity or fit Occaſion) 70 do Good, and 
6th it not, to him it is Sin. You ſee, the Tem- 
ger here cenſured is, not that of a provident In- 
tſtry, but of a raſh Preſumption, in our Purſuits: 
h which, however, we mult rate Heed, that our. 
Hearts be not overcharged with the Cares of this Life. 
Cares we may innocently have, of one Kind or 
ther, during our Abode in this World; nor 
hall we ordinarily do our Duty to Gop or Man, 
o ourſelves or our Country, without them. The 
Danger, to be guarded againſt, is that of being 
wer- charged \ with them, of letting them have 
bo great a Share of our Attention, too faſt 


a Jam. IV. 13, 14, 15, 17. b Luke XXI. 34. | 
| D Hold 
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rous Inſtances, as render the Thought too fami. M 7 
liar to make a proper Impreſſion upon Us. A Wl t 
Thought however it is, for its Uſe and Import- day 
ance, at all Times worthy to make the ſtrong- ar- 

_ eſt Impreſſion: And it muſt ſurely become yet Cat. 
more affecting, when by any uncommon Cauſe, MM 
a Thouſand fall befide us, and Ten Thouſand, as it ¶ add 
were, at our Right-Hand. But, when the Eartb raff 
itſelf openeth and fwalloweth up, not only Thou-Mxur 
ſands of our Fellow-Creatures, but large andy 
opulent and populous Cities; laying low the is U 
ſtrongeſt and moſt ſtupendous Edifices, the d. 
Works of human Induſtry, and the Boaſt offi: is 
human Pride, for many Ages: When (in the lone 
Prophet's Language) * the Day of the LoRv ſhallWly 
be upon every Thing that is proud and lofty, upon D 
every high Tower, and upon every fenced Wall Noe ur 
When wealthy Potentates and mighty Princes lf th 
finding no Shelter in their moſt ſtately Palaces, Bere 
no Sanctuary in their moſt magnificent Tem-MMbppc 
ples, ſhall be forced to flee * 70 the Clefts of thWirth 
Rocks and to the Tops of the ragged Rocks ; for er h 


Fear of the LoRD, and for the Glory of his Ma 
zeſty ; when He ariſeth to ſhake terribly the Earth | 
Ho natural, how unavoidable, muſt the Re 
flection be; © Ceaſe Je from Man, whoſe Breat 
is in his Noſtrils! For wherein is he to be ac 
counted of ! And hence, : | 
Again, We are led to reflect upon The Pre Io our 
ſumption of confidently projected Schemes of Gain Dang 
and the Vanity of an over-proportioned EagerFner-c. 
neſs in the Purſuit of them. 


a Iſai. II. 12. b Ibid. v. 21. © Ibid. v.22. 
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ni- The Words of St. James are very remarkable 
As this Purpoſe. * Go to now, Ye that ſay, Jo- 
t- day or to-morrow we will go into ſuch a City, and 
1g- WM torry there a Year, and buy and ſell and get 
yet Cain. Whereas Je know not what ſhall be on the 
ue, ¶ Morrow : Fur what is Your Life ? Or (let me 
s it add) what is the City, where Ye propoſe to 
to raffick? Your Life is but as a Vapour, that ap- 
ou- N bareth for à little Time, and then vaniſheth a- 
andi y And as to the City, That may, with all 
ts Wealth and all its Splendor, be in a Moment 
Ind waſte into ruinous Heaps. Not that the Apoſ- 
le is here diſcouraging a prudent Forecaſt, or 
loneſt Activity, in our proper Buſineſs : He not 
Wooly afterward approves of them, when exerted 
porn Dependence upon the Lok D's Will, but may 
Mr underſtood to require them in Conſequence 
o the Uncertainty of Life, when He concludes, 
Therefore to him that knoweth (that ſeeth an 
WOpportunity or fit Occaſion) 7 do Good, and 
beth it not, to him it is Sin. You ſee, the Tem- 
ger here cenſured is, not that of a provident In- 
Wiuſtry, but of a raſh Preſumption, in our Purſuits: 
Wn which, however, we mult fate Heed, that our. 
Hearts be not overcharged with the Cares of this Life. 
Cares we may innocently have, of one Kind or 
ther, during our Abode in this World ; nor 
ſhall we ordinarily do our Duty to Gop or Man, 
o ourſelves or our Country, without them. The 
Danger, to be guarded againſt, is that of being 
wer- charged with them, of letting them have 
00 great a Share of our Attention, too faſt 


a jam. IV. 13, 14, 15, 17. b Luke XXI. 34. 
OE "0 Hold 
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Hold of our Affections. And a Danger this is 
againſt which we cannot be too well guarded 
For as à Snare muſt any unforeſeen; Diſaſter 
any unexpected Call, efpecially the laſt decifi 
ve Call, unavoidably come on all them that duri 
thoſe more eſpecially, who in their Hearts and 
Affections duell, on the Earth ! But, 
* Farther, We may hence alſo infer The Da e 
ger of Senſuality and Selffhneſs, but eſpecially { 
Intemperance, in the Uſe of ſuch Good Thing 
as we may have accumulated. . 
There is not in fact any Thing, which nat 
rally more indiſpoſes Men for the Exertion 
their Powers againſt impending Evils, more digi 
ables them from bearing up when Diſtreſs or A 
guiſi of any Sort cometh upon them, or more diffi 
qualifies them for the amazing Arreſt of Death 
whilſt it moſt of all expoſeth them to it; thi 
an habitual or exceſſive Self-Indulgence in fe 
ſual Gratifications: A Sin, which eaſily beg 
Thoſe, who not only imagine they are at pr 
ſent rich, and are increaſed with Goods and du 
Need of Nothing, but flatter themſelves that ti 
have much Good laid up for many Years yet 
come; and then, by too natural a Tranſitic 
fondly ſuppoſe, they have nothing left to think 
but to take their Eaſe, eat, drink and be merry 


Little conſidering, that the ſame Night their Sufi Inti 
may be required of them; or however, that Tn lon 
Things which They have provided may as ſoon is bel 
demanded by the real Proprietor of thei 
and themſelves left wretched, and miſerable a. * 
Luke XXI. 35. b Comp. Rev. III. 25. with Luke XII. N XXV 


71 
and naked. Vet, of how many Thouſands 
8 one or the other of theſe lately been the 
Caſe! And how forcibly muſt ſuch Examples 
mpreſs upon the Minds of wealthy Perſons the 
Direction our. Blefſed Lok D hath given them; 
( Direction, important at all Times, but on a 
Day of Faſting peculiarly ſeaſonable) to convert 
heir periſhable Superfluities into @ better and an 
nduring Subſtance, by employing a due Propor- 
in of them in Works of Beneficence and Piety. 
for this 1s what He inculcates in thoſe emphati- 
Wil Words, ISA unTo You, Make to Your- 
ies Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ; 
„. when Te fail, Je may be received into ever- 
Wing Habitations. Yet, 
Once more, We muſt not forget The Wiſdom 
Wu Neceſfity of conſtant Prayer and habitual 


th archfulneſs, in order to prevent our being fa- ' 


ly ſurprized by our laſt Hour. 
bl This is indeed a moſt important Improve- 
Went to be made of the diſaſtrous Events We 
e been conſidering. The Conſequences of a- 
ſuch unexpected Stroke, ſo far as they affect 
ur Fortunes or our Lives only, will ſoon be over: 
but the Conſequences of the State we are found 
| by our Judge will follow us much farther, 
Wd affect us for ever. Of Theſe we have the ful- 
At Intimation from Himſelf in one of His lateft 
nd longeſt and moſt remarkable Diſcourſes to 
fis beloved Apoſtles : Which no one, ſurely, 


WF © Luke XVI. 9. See alſo the ſame Advice more fully ex- 
es d, 1 Tim. VI. 17, 18, 19. b Recorded in Matt. XXIV, 
XXV. Mark XIII. and Luke XXI. | 

1 can 
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can read or hear, without being deeply affected Cot 
with the Calamities there foretold, as alſo with imp 
the Deſcriptions of ſome other Appearances, that 
can hardly be explain d but by ſuppoſing a Re- 
ference to the End of this World itſelf, and to His 
own ſecond Coming to Judgment. But what Il 
would here chiefly obſerve to You is That Va- 
riety of Illuſtration, under which He ſets before 
His Hearers the ſad Conſequences of being over 
faken unawares on any ſuch Occafion ; and That 
Earneſtneſs, with which He recommends the 


Exerciſes of Watching and Praying always; a call 
the only ſecure Preparatives for thoſe Things tba 4c> 
were coming to paſs, and ſuch as could alone en upo 
able them to land before the Son of Man. Now His 
we know that, in this Inſtance particularly i perf 
what He ſaid unto His Apoſtles He ſaid uni ence 
All. And never ſurely can His Admonitions bal fuch 
more applicable, than to a Seaſon of ſuch exten they 
five Warnings, as the World has lately been 2 fuln 
- Jarm'd with: Which, altho' we have no Autho ; muſ 
rity to interpret them, yet may well carry ou men 
Thoughts forward to that tremendous Period MF ruh 
when Hr who hath, in a Manner fo extraordinary it ec 
ſhaken the Earth, © ſhall yet once more ſhake ni mak 
This Earth only but alſo Heaven. be o 
Miſtake me not, as if, under the Duties oi of tl 
Watching and Praying always, I were exhortingſ no 
You to be every Moment of your Lives think Exe 
of Your great Maſter's Approach, or even for th to l 
greateſt Part of them actually upon Your Knee the 
for fear of being ſurprized by Him. No: TI tt 2 


a Luke XXI. 36, b Mark XIII. 37. e Heb. XII. 2 do P- 


- 
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Condition of Vour Nature renders the Former 
mpracticable; and a proper Diſcharge of rhoſe 
Grd Works, thoſe honeſt Employments, which 
GoD hath ordain'd that we ſhould walk in them 
through Life, will as little admit of the Latter. 
But thus much You will permit me to recom- 
mend to All, that You never let a Day paſs 
without many ſerious Thoughts upon that un- 
changeable State, into which every Day ma 

finally introduce You ; and to Maſters of. Fami- 
es in particular, that You fail not regularly to 
call together Thoſe under Vour Care to a joint 
Acknowledgment of Your continual Dependence 
won Almighty Gop, and a jo:nt Application for 
His Protection and Favour. Nothing, I am 
perſwaded, would have a more beneficial Influ- 
ence, even upon Your temporal Concerns, than 


ſuch domeſtick Exerciſes of Piety : not only as 


they would naturally tend to ſecure the Faith- 
fulneſs of thoſe, upon whoſe Faithfulneſs You 
muſt perpetually rely; but as they would recom- 
| mend You to That Bleſing, which alone maketh 
tuly Rich. But, beyond this, ſuch Addreſſes, 
if equally conſtant and devout, will in all Events 
make HIM Your Friend, whoſe Friendſhip will 
be of more Value to You and Your's, than that 
of the whole World befides. We have, indeed, 
no Commiſſion from Him to promiſe You an 
Exemption from the ordinary Caſualties incident 
to human Affairs and human Life; or that, if 
the deſtroying Angel ſhould be authorized to vifit 
the Houſes around You, he ſhall have it in Charge 
to paſs over Your's, This would be a Diſcrimi- 

2 nation, 


[ 30 ] 
nation, for which the Retributions of the pre- for 
ſent State were never intended. But it ſhould Lo 
be ſufficient, that, with regard to Retributions b 
of infinitely. greater Moment, the Foundation of Pre 
GD: endeth ſure: Should ' Your Habitations MY bl: 
and Your Lives, with Thoſe of all that are dear 
to You, be involved in the ſame Ruin with 
Thoſe about You ;- amidſt all this Confuſion, 
the LORD knoveth them that are H1s, and will 
publickly own them as ſuch * in that Day wher 
He mafetb up His Jewels : When He will put: 
final Difference, and enable Men and Angels toll 
diſcern, between them that have ſerved Him and 
them that ſerved Him not. Ts KG 


To Conclude : We of this Nation have; fol 
ſome Years paſt, been awaken'd by many awful 
Calls upon Us of various Kinds. And we now 
ſeem to be upon the Brink of a War : A State 
burthenſome and uncomfortable at beſt; i 
which, notwithſtanding the commendable Adi 
vity of our Preparations, and our ſuppoſed Streng 
at Sea, I preſume, no wiſe Man would, at an 
Time, pronounce Us ſuperiour to Danger. But 


if Glorying in our own Might ever can be pecu aiot 
liarly unſeaſonable, it muſt be ſo at a Time 
when Variety of Terrours, ſtill farther ſurpaſſ lain, 
ing all human Efforts, have lately alarm'd us ontior 
every Side, and may be to us alſo (how ſoon wat 7 
know not) the Beginnings of Sorrows. — At ſuchi Ge 
a Juncture, very highly muſt it become Us, a" he 
4 Nation, thus publickly to humble ourſelveF'tovi 
| a 2 Tim. II. 19. b Mal. III. 18. 21 


fot 


1 : 
rea WI for our manifold Tranſgreſſions before the 
ad Loxp of Heaven and Earth; and thus-devouthy 
ns ll fo recommend ourſelves 'and our Cauſe to His 
Protection and Bleſfing? And, if theſe ſeafon- 
ns able Acts of Devotion be but accompany'd with 
ear « fincere Repentance for our Perſonal Sins, and 
ſucceeded by a laſting Reformation of our Na- 
tonal Conduct: We may then ſecurely * Tryf 
the LoRD for ever; for in the LoRD Jx wo- 
tan 75 everlaſting Strength: We may then hum< 
bly hope to avert His Judgments now in the 
Earth from falling upon our own Part of it; as 
lb, by His Aſſiſtance, either to diſpoſe our E- 
mes to be, upon reaſonable Terms, at Peace with 
1s, or effectually to defeat their unreaſonable En- 
trprizes againſt us. However, ſince we ean 
rither be anſwerable for the Reſolutions of Men 
vr the Events of Things; fo long as we eon 
tate tientiouſly difcharge the Duties of our reſpective 

in bations, we ſhall the leſs need to * be afraid of 
my ſudden Fear, or even of Deſplation itſelf whey: 
it cometh. Our proper TREASURE is beyond the 
reach of ſuch Caſualties. And ill would it be- 

wme Us Chri/tzans, to be terriſyd on ſuch Oc- 

Wcahons as if our ALL were at-ſtake, or to be in- 
mſoleable for any Loſſes we may happen to ſuſ- 
ban, ie Men without Hope of any future Repa- 
ation. © Me know, that, if our earthly Houſe of . 
e Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building 
if Gop, an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal 
n the Heavens. If this ancient City (which ma 
Providence ever preſerve |) /hould ſhare the Fate 


a I, XXVI. 4. b Prov. III. 23 © 2Ceor.V.1, 
| of 
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"of other 8 Cities lately as little appr, 


Buatb Foundations, truly ſo called, whoſe Build 
and Maker is Gor, Nay, ul That gre 


the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noi 
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Thy Everlaſting Kingdom: Through J ESU 
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henſive as Itſelf: Vet Me look for a City, 14M 


Day of the LokD Come, whilſt We ourſelves ; 
alive and remain; in the which (we are aflure 


and the Elements fat melt with fervent Heat, f 
Earth alſo with all the Works that are lerne 
Be burnt up !—* Nevertheleſs We, according to E 
Promiſe, look for neu Heavens and a new Eart 
n dwelleth RIGHT EOUSNESs. 


8 Of which Righteouſuſs, O merciful Go 
may the Inhabitants of the World ſo learn tt 

aceable Fruits from Thy Judgments here | 
Earth, that ty ChuRcH may joyfully ſerve Tl 
in all Godly. Quietneſs ; till We finally come 
the perfect Exerciſe, the full E of It # 


CHRIST, our Lord.” 


a Heb. II. 10. b 2Pet. III. 10. e Ibid. v. 13. 
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